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Russia 

 
Russia, country that stretches over a vast expanse 
of eastern Europe and northern Asia. Once the 
preeminent republic of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics (U.S.S.R.; commonly known as 
the Soviet Union), Russia became an independent 
country after the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 
December 1991.  

 

Is the Red Square red? 

Contrary to popular misconception, Red Square's name is completely unrelated to the crimson 
colour of its numerous buildings. The Red Square is one of the oldest and largest squares in 
Moscow, the capital of Russia. Owing to its historical significance and the adjacent historical 
buildings, it is regarded as one of the most famous squares in Europe and the world. It is located in 
Moscow's historic centre, in the eastern walls of the Kremlin. 

The Kremlin and Red Square were added to UNESCO’s World Heritage List in 1990. Dating from the 
late 15th century, just after the Kremlin walls were completed, Red Square has long been a focal 
point in the social and political history of Russia and the former Soviet Union, it has been the scene 
of executions, demonstrations, riots, parades, and speeches.  

Russian People and Culture 

There are about 120 ethnic groups in Russia who speak more than a hundred languages. Roughly 
80 percent of Russians trace their ancestry to the Slavs who settled in the country 1,500 years ago. 
Other major groups include Tatars, who came with the Mongol invaders, and Ukrainians. 

Russia is known all over the world for its thinkers and artists, including writers like Leo Tolstoy and 
Fyodor Dostoevsky, composers such as Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky, and ballet dancers like Rudolf 
Nureyev. 
 

Russia’s Wildlife and Nature 

As Russia is so huge, it’s no surprise that this incredible country is home to a large number of 
ecosystems and different species. Its forests, steppes and tundras provide habitat for many rare 
animals, including Asiatic black bears, snow leopards, polar bears, and small, rabbit-like mammals 
called pikas. 

Russia’s most famous animal species is the Siberian tiger, the largest cat in the world. Indigenous 
to the forests of eastern Russia, these endangered giants can grow to over 3m long, and weigh up 
to 300kg. Now that’s a big cat! 



Year 5 General Studies  
 

Russia  

Questions 

1. Approximately how many languages are spoken in Russia? 

__________________________________________________________ 

2. What two continents is Russia a part of? ________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

3. When were the Kremlin and Red Square added to UNESCO’s World 

Heritage List? _________________________ 

4. What is the Red Square famous for? ____________________________ 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

5. The Asian Elephant is a celebrated Russian animal.     True  /  False 

6. Russia was a part of the U.S.S.R., what does that acronym stand for? 

__________________________________________________________ 

7. List three types of ecosystems that Russian animals call home. 

I. ________________________________________________________ 

II. ________________________________________________________ 

III. ________________________________________________________ 

 


